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The Short-term Prediction Research and Transition (SPoRT) Center located at NASA Marshall Space Flight 
Center has been conducting testbed activities aimed at transitioning satellite products to National 
Weather Service operational end users for the last 10 years.  SPoRT is a NASA/NOAA funded project that 
has set the bar for transition of products to operational end users through a paradigm of understanding 
forecast challenges and forecaster needs, displaying products in end users’ decision support systems, 
actively assessing the operational impact of these products, and improving products based on forecaster 
feedback.  Aiming for quality partnerships rather than a large quantity of data users, SPoRT has become 
a community leader in training operational forecasters on the use of up-and-coming satellite data 
through the use of legacy instruments and proxy data.  Traditionally, SPoRT has supplied satellite 
imagery and products from NASA instruments such as the Moderate-resolution Imaging 
Spectroradiometer (MODIS) and the Atmospheric Infrared Sounder (AIRS).  However, recently, SPoRT 
has been funded by the GOES-R and Joint Polar Satellite System (JPSS) Proving Grounds to accelerate the 
transition of selected imagery and products to help improve forecaster awareness of upcoming 
operational data from the Visible Infrared Imager Radiometer Suite (VIIRS), Cross-track Infrared Sounder 
(CrIS), Advanced Baseline Imager (ABI), and Geostationary Lightning Mapper (GLM).  This presentation 
provides background on the SPoRT Center, the SPoRT paradigm, and some example products that SPoRT 
is excited to work with forecasters to evaluate. 
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